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Lebanon Still Holds Attractions for a

———

By Nora Boustany
Special to The Washington Post
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BEIRUT—The numerous kid-
napings of westerners last month
haye scared ‘many away, but those
who stay feel drawn by Lebanon’s
coinplexities and a desire to com-
plete unfinished tasks. .- .

£f 13 foreigners abducted by var-

i lous ungderground groups this year,.:
seven \\'lrere released in the past 2V2-
wéeks. JBut -the. kidnaping of . 11
Arperici‘n;,'?fi“‘r'ehch,-;,_ British  and
Dutch ngtionals m'March alone, trig-.
getred ari exodus of dipfomats, U:N.
aidzworklrs and. journalfsts, usually
‘ thgﬁlast" -ople‘to abandon a country:.
I at*ar'il\; \"}’ L R 5 ‘\%;_ %
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ledkt a.half @ozen iarganizations¥:
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the; Vepggance; Party,fthe Revol
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. tionary - Qrgaﬁﬁatioﬁ‘. of Socialist

| Mosle'ms..»-»thé"‘ Lebanesé™ Armed-

| Revolutionary Factions, the Khay-
 bar Brigades and others eflecteda
| wave of concentrated intolerance,

which miade the usually hazardous

. streets of Beirut even more risky.

X koK Kok % EXCERP]‘ED

rcent of our energy is
' spent_on security, said a U.S. of-
. ficial still -stationed in Beirut. “Half
_ of the ume ] worry not. about what
. to-do but:how to do it safely,” he
complainied. - ;. - - it
{_ . American diplomats are prohib-
"jted from ‘traveling outside Chris-

_tian areas,.where they always move
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few Foreignei‘s'

~ with bodyguards and drivers. U.S. Ambassador Regi-
' nald Bartholomew makes rare but well-guarded trips to
Moslem sectors.
“The western world is losing its window on what'’s
going on here. You need a real presence and not only in
st.Beirut,'f'commented one diplomat, who said that
Gst of his Italian, French, British and American col-
ues hardly venture out anymore. ™ ‘
Ve should not shut ourselves off,” said an American
ywerking in the health care sector. -
$ he U.S. Embassy does not disclose any details be-
Sond the global figure of 1,400 for all Americans left in
yEbanon. Of those, at least 1,200 are emigrants who
e returned to their native villages. Similarly, 90 per-
‘ of the 2,000 Canadian passport holders were orig-
nally Lebanese. The majority of the approximately 700 -
grest Germans residing here are the wives of Lebanese
hationals.. It is next to’ impossible to get an accurate.
X3tal for the shrinking,foreign_community. A -
e ‘threat by .a caller speaking on behalf of Islamic Ji--
#1ad to purge Moslem areas of “spies” did not go un-
" Sheeded. i rofession of a journalist, mer-
_ Thent, industrialist, scientist and clergyman will from
' niow_on be -of no avail to spies, he told a foreign news
- ag en% shortly after American journalist Terry Ander-
:Son, the bureau chief of The Associated Press, was
seized by gunmen March 16, -~ .~ o o oo )
~~ Anderson was the sixth westerner to be seized after
a March 12 U.N. Security Council vote on JIsraeli prac--
tices in south Lebanon. Washington vetoed the resolu-
tion and Britain abstained. Two Britons picked up by -
Shiite activists that week have been released. Of four
French diplomatic staff abducted last month, two were
-freed. French Vice Consul Marcel Fontaine and proto-
col officer Marcel Carton are still being detained.
Danielle Perez, a secretary at the French Embassy,
and British businessman Brian Levick and metallurgist.
" Geoffrey Nash were told they were held by the Khaybar
Brigades, although Islamic Jihad already had claimed
responsibility for their disappearance. L
Mohammed Hussein Fadlallah, the highest religious
figure for Shiite Moslems in Lebanon after Iran’s Aya-
tollah Ruhollah Khomeini, appeared to have officially
sealed the kidnaping season by denouncing such acts
and warning that the removal of foreigners from west
. Beirut and Moslem areas only serves Israel. Fadlallah is
' believed to be the leader of the Hezbollah movement,

r the Party of God, which groups Iranian-inspired funda-
. mentalists that represent the most radical fringes of the
" Shiite community in Lebanon. =

There are rumors in Shiite circles that most of the
five Americans who have disappeared in Lebanon since
" last year and for whom Islamic Jihad has declared re-

sponsibility will be freed soon. .
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